Dear Parents/Caregivers

Welcome to Team 6 2012!

Welcome to the new school year.  This newsletter will provide you with information to support your child in Year 6.  The Team six teachers are:  Rm 31: Anita Gillan – Team Leader; Rm 29: Hilary Edwards; Rm 30: Jessica Hancock; Rm 32: Elaine Wolstenholme.
MENPS curriculum programmes are designed to develop our ‘touchstones’.   These include students: making sense of the world around them; thinking in a range of ways; relating positively to others; participating and contributing to the lives of others and managing themselves appropriately in a range of contexts.  The MENPS school curriculum has four main aspects.  These are: the foundation areas (literacy and numeracy); the contextual areas (science, social studies, technology and the arts); and the affective (social and emotional aspects, health) and active areas (physical education).  Most of the teaching day is spent on the foundation areas.
 Contextual areas are generally covered in the afternoon and physical education is taught on a regular basis within each class timetable.  The swimming programme for Team 6 will be in Term 2.   
School begins at 9.00am each day.  Children are permitted to enter the classrooms from 8.30am.  Children who arrive earlier than 8.30am must wait at the flagpole area.  Student absences should be notified to the school office either by phone or using the school website.  If you need to collect your child from school during the day they must be signed out at the office.
Please ensure all uniform items are named, including sunhats. Hats are compulsory in Terms 1 and 4.  Children who do not have a hat are required to sit in the shade outside the hall during breaks.  Children are not encouraged to bring valuables or special items to school.  Lost property is stored in the stairwell outside Room 1 in the main block. 
Parent involvement in and support for classroom programmes is welcomed.  Please let your child’s teacher know if you are able to help.
We value parent support and are interested in keeping open communication between home and school.  Please keep us informed of anything that affects your child’s learning.  Please be aware that the time just prior to 9.00 am is a busy time for teachers who are preparing for the day.  Parent Conferences are scheduled for Tuesday 6th and Wednesday 7th March.  This will be an opportunity for us to share assessment information gathered in the first 5 weeks of the term and set goals for your child.  If you need to speak with your child’s teacher before this, please make an appointment.
We have high expectations for our Year 6 students.  They are considered to be school leaders and their behaviour an example for other students.  In addition to learning responsibilities, we provide opportunities for them to contribute to wider school life as librarians, monitors, office messengers, patrollers etc.  We aim to provide such a role for each student in order to assist the development of positive learning, personal and interpersonal dispositions.  We encourage students to take up these opportunities.  If your child is a patrol monitor please assist them to arrive on time in the morning to enable them to carry out this important safety role.
Homework will begin in Week Three. Homework will be set weekly.  The focus will be firmly set around reading, spelling and mathematics – basic facts. There will be an ‘Optional Extra’ section for students who would like to pursue some independent investigative work.  The system is intended to be simple to allow for easy administration and to accommodate those children who have after school activities - they will know well in advance what is expected so they can work their homework into their home routines.  Homework should take between 30 and 40 minutes – Monday to Thursday.  Each child will bring home their Poetry book to share with the family on a regular basis.
The children will have sheets glued into their homework book for:

· READING – (20 mins daily) Children will bring home either a book from their fluency box, a book from their current instructional work with the teacher or a school library book OR children’s own books may also be read.  Children are to record their daily reading on the Reading Log.  ALL children require a parent’s signature to indicate that this was done.  This will be checked by your child’s classroom  teacher on Friday; 

· SPELLING - Children will have a revolving list of spelling words.  At any one time there will be 10 words to practise, however some will be from previous weeks’ lists and some new.  When a word is spelt correctly 3 weeks in a row in our Friday class spelling check session – it will be highlighted and come off the list and replaced with a new word.  This repetition will ensure that a word is retained and not just correct one week and forgotten the next;

· MATHS BASIC FACTS – There will be a series of maths concepts to practise – ranging from addition and subtraction basic facts to multiplication (timestables) and division basic facts.  Or there may be other concepts currently being learned to practise. 

By now all children have stationery.  In class they have labelled their books with appropriate subject headings.  If your child is taking books home to cover it is vital that they bring back the books to school the following day, as they will be needed in class daily.

Our school has an interesting and informative website.  Please refer to our website www.mteden.school.nz  for calendar dates, the absence form and other information.

We look forward to an action-packed Term 1 with many fun-filled challenges and learning experiences with your children.
Regards 

Anita Porter 
(Team Leader)
