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From The Principal
Tēnā koutou katoa,
You may have noticed some recent media interest around the proliferation of technology in
schools. This is often a topic of interest to parents, and an aspect of curriculum design that
we give careful and active consideration to.
Much of the research around the impact of digital technology in education for primary-aged
children is inconclusive at best, but some key themes emerge that would be familiar to most
parents.
First, there are important distinctions to be made between 'passive', individualised,
recreational screen time and learning-focused, collaborative activities involving the use of
digital tools. There is also the obvious tension between empowering children to be capable,
responsible, discerning users of technology and the overriding need to have appropriate
safeguards in place to prevent exposure to harm and/or inappropriate content. Alongside this
are the physical considerations, such as posture and vision, that also important to be mindful
of as children grow and develop.
In terms of our approach, we take seriously our primary, overriding responsibility to ensure we
manage potential risks and strike an age-appropriate balance. At MENPS, children learn to
collaborate, communicate, inquire and create using a wide range of tools. Age is an important
consideration in this. While all children have access to digital tools to varying degrees in
areas of the curriculum, as a general rule, this exposure is relatively minimal for our youngest
learners, becoming gradually more sophisticated as they progress through the school.
What seems clear to us is that technology should always be seen as just one tool among
many through which learners acquire skills and knowledge across the curriculum. It's
important in this to consider the developmental nature of learning. You can't run before you

can walk, and a strong foundation of speaking and listening is a precursor to reading and
writing an increasingly sophisticated range of texts and media.
With this in mind, our programmes continue to prioritise the 'fundamentals' of 'traditional'
literacy, including oral language and 'paper and pencil' learning. For us, this is not a binary
choice. Existing approaches are complemented, rather than replaced, by digital tools in a way
that is carefully structured to be;
Safe
Purposeful
Balanced
Age-appropriate
Above all, we believe that achieving our vision for learners who are 'wided-eyed and
enthusiastic' requires a rich, varied and integrated curriculum. As a result, you can rest
assured that, while we continue to explore and invest in new technologies to help us engage
and inspire our learners across the curriculum, our philosophy of promoting a strong
foundation of literacy and the 'awe and wonder' of hands-on, student-led inquiry, discussion,
critical thinking and exploration of the world around them continues to be at the heart of
everything we do.
Put simply, we believe that an ipad or other device can be a valuable tool to support learning,
but often a group of enthusiastic young scientists armed with curiosity, post-it notes, a
magnifying glass and coloured pencils can achieve so much more.
Ka kite anō au i a koutou
Alan Jackson
Principal
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Notices & Reminders
Sports Assembly on Monday 8th April at 2pm. We will be acknowledging MENPS & Zone
swimmers and our cricket teams
Zone Touch Rugby is on Tuesday 9th April at Fearon Park, Mt Roskill
No school assembly tomorrow
Any ice cream containers gratefully received at the school o ce for our Resource Room
Next Tuesday 9th April: PTA Meeting, 7pm in the Staffroom

We have currently have no reported or suspected cases of measles in our school, but you will
be aware that there are further con rmed cases of in Auckland. Measles is a noti able
disease that is highly infectious and can be dangerous, particularly to immunocompromised
individuals.
If you are not sure if your child's vaccinations are up to date, please contact your GP and also
contact the school o ce if you need to update your child's records.

MENPS Community Calendar
Click to view, download or subscribe and keep up to date with what's happening at MENPS

Save the date! Mark your diaries for
the next PTA meeting
The next PTA meeting is on April 9th, 7pm in the staffroom.
All welcome for a casual chat and a glass of wine.
Find out how your can lend a hand!

Supporting Our School Through
Fundraising & Fun Events
Facebook

Follow us on Facebook
Keep up to date with the PTA on Mt Eden Normal Primary
School PTA page
menpspta@gmail.com

mteden.school.nz/pta

GORGEOUS NEW YORK PIZZA BAR
From now until the end of April every Thursday, every child from the school will get a free
pizza, when they dine in with their parent.
All you have too say when ordering is that you would like a Gorgeous school special.
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Little Scientists Holiday Programme
Mt Eden, Hillsborough, Lyn eld
9am - 3pm
Fun and engaging science holiday fun
Book online:
www.littlescientists.co.nz/enrol-online
If you have any other queries please feel free to contact me on 027 810 4129, or email us here!

WANT TO LEARN CHINESE?
Pistachio Mandarin Language Centre is offering Chinese lessons on Saturdays from 5+.
Classes are 1 hour for total beginners, 1 hour for higher beginners & 1 hours for Adults.
Focusing on speaking, listening. Fun activities to engage students and to immerse them in a
Mandarin speaking environment. Come for the rst free trial lesson.
Start: Term 2 2019
Venue: Kohia Terrace School, Epsom
Please Email: pistachiomandarin@gmail.com
Website: www.pistachiomandarin.weebly.com; Facebook: Pistachio Mandarin Language
Centre
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