MENPS News
Te Whare Akoranga o Maungawhau, December 10, 2020

From The Principal
Kia ora koutou,
We come to the nal newsletter of 2020 (let that one sink in for a moment…), and a note of
sincere thanks to all those who have helped make it a happy and successful school year
despite the unique challenges we have faced.
If there is a legacy from 2020, my hope is that it will be a renewed focus on individual and
collective wellbeing.
We know from research that one of the simplest ways we can have a positive impact on this
is through expressing gratitude, and there could hardly be a more tting note to end the school
year on.
First and foremost, I’m grateful to my colleagues. We are fortunate to have an exceptionally
professional teaching and support staff team. Their unwavering focus on the best interests of
the children have been invaluable during a year that none of us could have anticipated.
When it comes to the complicated business of teaching and learning, we can also have great
con dence in the fact that they continue to be truly outstanding at what they do.
One recent example would be our standardised ‘Asttle’ reading and maths test results. This
year - as in previous years – they show our children signi cantly perform not only above the
national average, but also well ‘ahead of the curve’ when compared with other Decile 10
schools in New Zealand. Put simply, MENPS students consistently score well above the mean
on every indicator. While the media once again laments NZ's OECD educational decline, you
can be assured that it simply isn't re ected here. Quite literally, the results represent the ‘best
of the best’.

MENPS 2020 Reading

MENPS 2020 Maths

I don’t share this in a misguided spirit of education as competition (frankly, we’re not in the
business of ‘recruiting’ students and have no desire to increase the school roll!). I share it to
highlight the fact that our teachers do much more than ‘just’ deliver an engaging, interesting
and well-planned programme. They nd the time to balance the priorities of their students'
wellbeing, personal development and everyday problems that all children have from time to
time without opting for the easy path of keeping the children ‘busy’ with endless worksheets,
‘educational’ apps or dull ‘time- ller’ activities.
Without ever being reduced to pressuring, ‘cramming’, piling on screeds of homework or
labelling children as part of a competitive, streamed model of ‘sink or swim’ educational

inequity, MENPS teachers continue to achieve truly exceptional results by focusing their time
and energy on knowing and inspiring their learners.
And so, if you are one of the many parents who I know take the time here and there to pass on
a ‘thank you’, positive email, encouraging word (or simply a realistic appreciation of the
complex day to day realities of running a class!), I’m also grateful to you for the gesture. It
makes a genuine difference to the morale and mana of those staff who – without exception come to work every day determined to do their very best for each one of our tamariki.
I would also like to shine a spotlight of thanks on all of the parent helpers who have managed
to carve out some time to get involved, and - of course – particularly our hardworking PTA.
During such a disruptive year, Renáta and her team have somehow managed to continue their
pivotal role in fundraising and community-building - a truly impressive feat of leadership!
I would also like to take this opportunity to thank my fellow Trustees on the Board for all their
hard work and expertise, and especially acknowledge our Board Chair, Fleur Longley.
Fleur’s support, dedication to the role, belief in our school and pragmatic attitude have enabled
us to maintain a singular focus on our vision and core business of teaching and learning.
Last (but certainly not least!), I turn to the heart of our learning community. We are privileged
as a school to teach and learn with such happy, friendly, polite, fun and engaging children!
When it comes down to it, they’re the reason we do what we do, and the ones who make our
work a pleasure and genuine source of pride for us all.
Looking back on a year with no shortage of challenge, uncertainty and tests of character, I’m
happy to report that our children have not only ‘survived’, but that they have continued to thrive.
It is a great outcome for all concerned, and something I’m sure we can all take comfort in. In
the words of Aesop;
"Gratitude turns what we have into enough"
With best wishes to all our families for the Christmas break and a Happy New Year, and a fond
farewell to those Year 6’s and families who will be moving on from us this year.
See you in 2021!
Ka kite anō au i a koutou
Alan Jackson
Principal

End of Term 4
A reminder that school nishes at the earlier time of 1pm on Tuesday, 15th December

NOTICES AND REMINDERS
Friday 11th Dec: Last day for Ezlunch orders for the year
Friday 11th Dec: Year 6 camp due back 1.30-2pm. Any
update will be on the website
Tuesday 15th Dec: Final assembly 12.30
Tuesday 15th Dec: Ice-blocks on sale, $1 cash (Top
Courts 1 pm)

Children and Youth Worker Position at St Andrew’s
Epsom
St Andrew’s Anglican Church, Epsom is looking for a creative, energetic, exible person with
good communication skills to help us extend and develop our ministry to and with young
people. This 10 hour a week role would include developing and coordinating team ministry
with young people aged 1-15 and their families from February 2021. For more information
and/or a job description please email
The Reverend Sarah Stevens-Cross at vicar@standrewsepsom.org.nz

MENPS Community Calendar
Click to view, download or subscribe and keep up to date with what's happening at MENPS

PTA - Supporting Our School
Through Fundraising & Fun Events
Facebook

Chairperson Renáta Latimer
Deputy Chairperson Marina Borodatova
Secretary Melanie Woollard
Treasurer Linda Waddington-Miller
Class Coordinator Leader Jane Cunningham
Follow us on Facebook and keep up to date with the PTA on
Mount Eden Normal Primary School PTA page.
menpspta@gmail.com

menpspta.co.nz

COMMUNITY NOTICES

AFTER AND BEFORE SCHOOL ACTIVITIES
SUMMER HOLIDAY PROGRAMMES

AUCKLAND
UNITED
FOOTBALL

INITIATE DANCE
https://initiatedance.wixsite.co
m/holiday

KOHIMARAMA
YACHT CLUB
http://WWW.KYC.ORG.NZ

https://aucklandunitedfc.org.nz
/holidayprogramme

PARNELL TRUST
HOLIDAY
PROGRAMME
parnell.org.nz/SHP

TAPAC HOLIDAY
PROGRAMME
http://tapac.org.nz

BRAINPLAY
http://brainplay.co.nz

KIDS UP FRONT

PERFORMANCE
NET

TENNIS
MONSTERS
http://www.tennismonsters.co.
nz

ARTZ ON SHOW
ANNIE

ARTZ ON SHOW
CHRISTMAS
SPECIAL

WAVE WARRIORS
www.nzsurfacademy.co.nz

http://www.artsonshow.co.nz

Keep in touch
Facebook

Check back on our website, or join the o cial Mt Eden Normal
Facebook page to keep up to date!
admin@mteden.school.nz

mteden.school.nz

