MENPS News
Te Whare Akoranga o Maungawhau, Aug 5, 2021

From The Principal
Kia ora koutou,
Next week is Maths Week, bringing a range of challenges and activities and an opportunity to
foreground the wonder and excitement of mathematics.
This is, of course, an area that can sometimes be the subject of media discussion in terms of
declining educational standards, so it is timely to check in on some of the actual data around
this.
The Trends in International Mathematics and Science Study (TIMMS), for example,
(benchmarked for Y5, Y9 and 15-year olds) does raise concerns about declining achievement
in some areas, although it is important to note that this does not apply to all year levels. In
fact, the 2015 TIMMS results (from 1994 onwards) offer clear evidence for this, showing that
results in maths for Y5 NZ students were, in fact, higher than for students of the same age in
1994. The most recent study (2019), confirmed a similar trend.

Trends in maths achievement for TIMSS

Here at MENPS, we continue to maintain outstanding results in maths year on year, with
achievement significantly well above the national average, and above those of similar (decile
10, urban) schools. Data also clearly shows that the impact of our maths programmes is
cumulative (with an increasing number of students 'closing the gap' and meeting or exceeding
curriculum expectations over time).
Far from the picture of decline in maths that we may read about, we are fortunate to be in a
position at our school where results in mathematics have been maintained at or around the
highest levels for many years.
There is no cause for complacency, however. The reality is that New Zealand ranks 39th out of
39 English-speaking countries in mathematics (in large part due to the 'drag' caused by data
for older students). While TIMMS reporting does not reach any firm conclusions, it notes
evidence correlating poor outcomes in maths with a number of factors from socio-economic
disadvantage to home literacy rates, school culture and discipline, while also noting the
relatively high levels of device use for maths in many NZ schools (something which is not
reflected in the balanced approach to technology we take here at MENPS).
Whatever the factors at play, what's clear is that it's as important as ever to inspire a sense of
wonder, confidence and curiosity in our young mathematicians from an early age. This is not
only the key to achieving positive outcomes in the short term, but also to forming firm
foundations for their ongoing interest and success in maths in later years.
Finally, this week I'd like to acknowledge Mike Robson from Ray White Damerell Group for
stepping in once again to support the upcoming PTA Quiz Night. Mike and his team have
contributed to our school numerous times over the years, and have recently committed to an
ongoing relationship as the Principal Sponsor for our school and PTA. We really appreciate the
local support, and hope you will show your support for them in return if you have the
opportunity!

Ka kite anō au i
a koutou
Alan Jackson
Principal

Events & Reminders
MATHS WEEK!
Friday, 6 Aug: Second Hand Uniform Shop (8.15-9.15am,
School Hall)
Monday, 9 Aug: APPA Choir Rehearsal
Tuesday, 10 Aug: PTA meeting (6pm, Staffroom)
Wednesday, 11 Aug: Magic Spells sponsor money to be paid
to PTA (read below)
Wednesday, 11 Aug: BOT Meeting (6pm, Staffroom)
Thursday, 12 Aug: Zone Rugby/Rippa

Well Done To Our Merit Award Winners!

Kia Ora fellow MENPS parents, guardians and friends,

Hope you are all keeping warm and staying away from the nasty germs doing the rounds
around Auckland!
The PTA is delighted to announce that the Back to School Quiz Night tickets sale starts today.
While the pandemic is continuing to be a threat to any of our events, we hope that we can
remain COVID-19 free and that the effort going into organising this exciting event will go
unaffected (but don’t worry, we have back up plans ). The event has been always very popular,
with tickets selling out early and we expect the same again. So be in quick and get your
tickets to secure your table (or individual tickets) today.
We also want to thank all our generous sponsors to date and welcome anyone that would like
to promote their business through our community to get in touch with us
(menpspta@gmail.com).
Last but certainly not least we want to thank Mike Robson from Ray White Damerell Group for
becoming our Principal Sponsor for this Back To School Quiz Night; in addition to a number of
other events that they are sponsoring for us already. We really value this partnership and
appreciate how easy it is to work with Mike and Sarah.
Finally, please note that the PTA Meeting is earlier next Tuesday at 6pm in the newly
refurbished staffroom!
Ngā mihi nui
Renáta (PTA Chair) and the PTA team

Mike Robson from Ray White Damerell Group and his
team!

Understanding how important fundraising activities are for schools, Mike and Sarah Robson
are delighted to be able to support the local primary school. Residents of Mt Eden for 25
years, they know and love all the neighbourhood and community offers and their two
children are both past pupils of MENPS.
Earlier this year they were the Principal Sponsor of MENPS biggest annual fundraising
event, the annual Food &amp; Fun Fair and they will be continuing this sponsorship for the
2022 fair, along with support for other school events including the upcoming Quiz Night. Their
support for the school also extends to other fundraising events such as the annual “Very
Important Male” day and end-of-year disco. In addition, Team Mike Robson offers a $1000
donation back to the school for any property sale made by the team within the school zone
(for MENPS families or associates).
Find out more about Team Mike Robson and why they love living and working in Mt Eden
www.mikerobson.co.nz

Silver Sponsors

Magic Spells 2021
We hope you enjoyed celebrating your child’s success in the
Magic Spells test last week! Students can now show off their
certificates and collect their pledged money from their
sponsors. Ideally, we would prefer that the money is
deposited directly into the MENPS PTA bank account: 06
0145 0239303 00 (please add reference “Magic Spells”). Any
money collected in cash can be taken to the school office in
an envelope marked “Magic Spells”.
We would appreciate it if all money is paid by Wednesday
11th August, please. Thank you for your support!

Second Hand Uniform Shop

8:15 am - 9:15 am, 6th August, Friday
Outside the School Hall
Donations of clean and tidy items are greatly appreciated.
Please drop off to the office

Want to get more involved?
The next PTA meeting is on TUESDAY,
August 10th
6pm in the Staffroom

PTA - Supporting Our School
Through Fundraising & Fun Events
Facebook

Chairperson Renáta Latimer
Deputy Chairperson Marina Borodatova
Secretary Melanie Woollard
Treasurer Linda Waddington-Miller
Class Coordinator Leader Jane Cunningham
PTA Advisor Scott Optican
Follow us on Facebook and keep up to date with the PTA on
Mount Eden Normal Primary School PTA page.
menpspta@gmail.com

menpspta.co.nz

AFTER AND BEFORE SCHOOL ACTIVITIES

Keep in touch
Facebook

Check back on our website, or join the official Mt Eden Normal
Facebook page to keep up to date!
admin@mteden.school.nz

mteden.school.nz

