MENPS News
Te Whare Akoranga o Maungawhau, February 25, 2021

From The Principal
Kia ora koutou,
As we continue to watch developments and announcements relating to the recent con rmed
COVID cases in Auckland, I know everyone will join me in sending best wishes to the
Papatoetoe High School community at the centre of the latest outbreak.
We're fortunate to have our children happy and healthy at school, and to be in a position to
enjoy events such as this week's PTA Picnic, which was the perfect antidote to the recent
lockdown! I'd like to thank our amazing PTA and all those who were able to join us for what
turned out to be a perfect community afternoon.
Also on the subject of community, I would like to ask everyone to join in a drive to help with
the waste management issues we still work hard to deal with here at school.
In order to really 'live' our Touchstones in terms of guardianship of our environment and
personal responsibility, we need to focus on where we can make the biggest difference; the
humble school lunchbox.
Conveniently-packaged food items that are designed and marketed for busy parents of schoolaged children don't exactly make this an easy task, and we still nd a signi cant amounts of
single-use packaging being sent into school each day as a result.

Is this an issue we can aﬀord to just accept?
The question we have to ask is if we are prepared as a community to write the issue off and
accept it as an inevitable matter of convenience. I know that everyone would agree that it
doesn't send the right message to our tamariki. Put simply, the message is that we can and
must do better.
The silver lining is that we see so many examples of how it can be solved each day at school,
but it depends on everyone playing their part.
Litter simply doesn't need to be a staple xture in anyone's lunchbox, and small changes add
up. The usual suspects of gladwrap, tin foil, juice boxes (water bottles are a much better
option for so many reasons), chippie wrappers, plastic sushi containers (particularly with
plastic soy sauce sachets) and super uous packaging aren't the only available alternatives.
While a single yoghurt pot or bag of chips may not seem like such a big deal, when it's
multiplied by literally thousands each week, we have a collective responsibility to challenge
existing mindsets.

Small changes make a huge diﬀerence!
This isn't a problem we can expect the children to solve. I would, therefore, like to sincerely
thank and celebrate all of those parents who send their child with a litterless lunch each day. It
has a tremendous impact not only on the management of waste at our school, but also on our
whole school culture, so keep up the great work!
We would love to see every family committing to build on this community effort to help us
make meaningful change and send a positive message to all of our children.
So, if you happen to be the person making lunches for tomorrow (or shopping for those
lunchbox items), we would really appreciate it if you could take a moment to re ect on what
you can do to make sure child's lunch is part of the solution, not part of the problem.
I believe it's an issue that really is too important for us to accept anything less, so thank you
for supporting our collective efforts to affect change as part of our Enviroschool journey.

Ka kite anō au i a koutou
Alan Jackson
Principal

PARENT HELPERS NEEDED FOR THE YEAR 5 & 6
SWIMMING SPORTS TOMORROW 9.15 to 12.30. Please
email karenm@mteden.school.nz if you can help.

NOTICES AND REMINDERS
Thu, 25 Feb: Lucky Jars Go Home
Fri, 26 Feb: Gold Coin MuftI Day
Wed 3 Mar & Thur 4 Mar Parent Conferences, school
nishes at 1pm
Fri 5 Mar 2nd hand uniform sale, outside school hall, 8.15
to 9am, cash only
Sun, 14 March: MENPS Food & Fun Fair

The picnic was great. Thanks to everyone who could
come!

People Power Rosters
Please lend a hand and sign up for your class stall- rosters
being sent out via class coordinators Monday 22nd February

25th Feb,
Thursday Lucky Jars Go
Home
Please ll with small toys or
treasures for children to buy at
the FAIR. All lled Lucky Jars
can be returned to the box in the
School O ce.

26th Feb, Friday
- Mufti Day
Non-Uniform day. Bring a coin
to school and wear your
favourite out t to school

4th Mar,
Thursday - Lolly
Jars Go Home
We need every child to please
ll a container with yummy
lollies for us to sell on the FAIR
day. Please return to the box in
the School O ce. No
chocolate, please.

FAIR DONATIONS ARE WELCOME ANYTIME!
We would still love all your quality pre-loved items - even if the rooms are locked just drop
donations off outside these rooms at any time and we will collect them: THANK YOU!

Clothing to the
Hall

Toys to the Hall
*no more soft toys please

Book to Room
27

*no men’s clothing or men’s
shoes please

Sandpit
Donation to the
Hall
We are looking for prizes for the
sandpit dig: your new,
unopened, un-used

Other stuﬀ to
Room 10
We need donations for the
Jumble Sale Stall.
*for electrical items please
contact Rachel 0275 300 316

5th Mar, Friday Bottle Donation
Mufti Day
Bring a bottle for the bottle stall
(no alcohol) and wear your
favourite out t to school

goodies/toys.

Face Painters (FAIR)
Are you artistically talented and/or have some experience
painting? All paint and equipment provided. Have fun
transforming kids into pirates and butteries!
Email to menpspta@gmail.com

WE ARE LOOKING FOR SPONSORS
We are looking for your support again! With just over 4 weeks
left before the Fair we're calling for donations, both nancial
and/or prizes for the school Fair.
This year, we will fundraise to help the school with their
ambitious goal to deliver a sports court canopy that our children can enjoy all year round for
sports and other outdoor learning and activities. Read more about this exciting project in the
newsletters from MENPS Board of Trustees
Be part of this project and help us nd sponsors. If you can help and support us again or know
someone who’d like to support our Fair let us know.
You can contact us via email menpspta@gmail.com or call Renáta on 021 580 680.

Second Hand Uniform Shop
5th March Friday 8:15am-9:15am
School Hall Kitchen, cash only
Donations of clean and tidy items are greatly appreciated.
Please drop off to the o ce

PTA - Supporting Our School
Through Fundraising & Fun Events
Facebook

Chairperson Renáta Latimer
Deputy Chairperson Marina Borodatova
Secretary Melanie Woollard
Treasurer Linda Waddington-Miller
Class Coordinator Leader Jane Cunningham
Follow us on Facebook and keep up to date with the PTA on
Mount Eden Normal Primary School PTA page.
menpspta@gmail.com

menpspta.co.nz

AFTER AND BEFORE SCHOOL ACTIVITIES

Keep in touch
Facebook

Check back on our website, or join the o cial Mt Eden Normal
Facebook page to keep up to date!
admin@mteden.school.nz
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