MENPS News
Te Whare Akoranga o Maungawhau, June 18, 2020

From The Principal
Kia ora koutou,
I'd like to congratulate all or our participants in the Y4-6 Cross-Country today. It was fantastic
to see the enthusiasm and energy of all the children who rose to meet their 'personal best' at
their challenge level. Even in the absence of an Interschool Cross Country event this year, I'd
also like to congratulate all of our our place-getters for the talent and determination they
showed on the day. It was particularly nice to see parents socially gathering for a school event
once again!
Next week, we have our Y1-3 Cross-country to look forward to, which I know the children are
already brimming with excitement about, so we hope to see many more of you there also!
With the Term fast-progressing, a friendly reminder that our Parent Conference bookings open
next Monday morning, so please ensure you check back then to book your session. Details on
how to access this are included below.
This year, our Reports will be emailed as usual, but we will be trailing a different format for the
conferences themselves. Each session will be 30 minutes long for Years 1 and 2, and 40
minutes for Years 4-6. Part of the time will be spent with the teacher as always, but there will
now be additional time during the session for your child to share their goals and examples of
learning, with several families visiting the class in the same session.
The aim is to give the children a more active role in conversations about their learning, and
allow more time for parents, students and teachers to share their insights and experiences of
the year so far in a relaxed and informal environment. We hope that this will also give you
much greater insight into what and how your child learns here at school, and their progress so
far across the curriculum. The focus will be on learning (so if you have a concern or issue you
need to discuss privately with the teacher, we would always suggest you don't wait until Parent
Conferences to raise this).
Finally, we are now experiencing the inevitable seasonal colds, coughs and sneezes around
school, and we appreciate the continuing diligence and responsible approach to keeping your
child home if they are unwell. While we may now be at a low risk alert-level, please be aware
that any child coughing or sneezing at school will be sent back home straight away as it is

important we continue to take a zero-tolerance approach, even if symptoms may seem quite
mild in the morning before school.
Ka kite anō au i a koutou
Alan Jackson
Principal

Notices & Reminders
Assembly tomorrow begins at 2.30pm
Our resource room would appreciate and cardboard tubes
for instance Gladwrap, Baking Paper. Please not empty
toilet rolls. To be dropped at the school o ce or
Resource Room, Thanks

Gate Drop-oﬀ
Thanks for the continuing support in the mornings. Just a few points to clarify:
Parents are encouraged to drop and go in the morning as it supports the children and the
staff - it isn't a 'rule' or a formal Policy as such
It only applies for drop-off in the morning - waiting around school at pick-up time is
absolutely ne if you would like to
After school is also a much more convenient time for staff if you want to catch them to
say hello (or if your child really wants to share something amazing they have done in
class with you!) - the morning is always the busiest time for staff as they prepare lessons
for the day
If you have something signi cant to discuss that may need more time, we suggest
arranging a time to meet with teacher when it's mutually convenient
Views from the Student Council
"I think that it allows children to be more independent and also helps them to become more
con dent. It also helps us to move independently around the school. Its easier to play around
school without so many adults around." - T
"It gives children the responsibility of going to school by themselves and they are able to say
goodbye to their parents and start the school day with ease. It is much easier to nd your way
around school in the morning without so many adults in our school. Sometimes children are
confused and stressed about where their parents are when there are lots of adults here." - M
"I think it is a good idea because it encourages children to be more independent and say
goodbye to their parents and start school happily" - L

"I think it is useful because parents know their children are in safe hands and don’t need to
worry when their child goes into school. It saves parents time and they can get to work
easier." "It helps children to know how to get around. Children don’t have to depend on their parents to
learn how to get around the school. They can learn in their own way." B
"Without parents at the gate it gives students more freedom and independence and a chance
to just have a go at trying to nd their own way. If they get it wrong it's no big deal and they
have a chance to try again the next day." I

MENPS Community Calendar
Click to view, download or subscribe and keep up to date with what's happening at MENPS

MENPS Parent-Teacher Association Update
We are pleased to announce new leadership at the PTA. Renáta Latimer and Marina
Borodatova are excited about sharing their ideas with you but most of all connecting with the
awesome MENPS community of parents and teachers. Great thanks to Adelle Hall-Jones and
Janice Cearns for an outstanding job as Chairperson and Deputy Chair respectively over the
past two years.
In the next newsletter we will share more about our PTA committee, the PTA AGM 2019
highlights, and what’s coming up for the rest of the year. Watch this space….
We are still looking to ll the TREASURER role and we want to thank Nicola Paoli for her
continued support and commitment while we’re looking for her replacement.

PTA Treasurer Needed!
Although committee members have equal responsibility for the control and management of
PTA funds, the treasurer has an important role, making sure these duties are carried out

properly.
How much commitment? Up to an hour a month when there
are no functions going on. When running an event there is
sometimes set up in Kindo, receipting money and reconciling.
This can take about 30 mins per day during the activity. The
main commitment is during major fundraising functions, like
the school fair, but those only happen twice a year…

Yummy Apple Stickers
Every year during Terms 2 and 3 the Yummy Fruit Company run
a sticker promotion for North Island primary and intermediate
schools. Schools collect stickers and cut out labels from
Yummy apples and at the end of the promotion these are
redeemed for a share of the $200,000 of DG Sports sports
equipment. Last year MENPS was allocated over $1000 and
the children have been using the equipment during both class
PE lessons and at lunchtime.
We are asking MENPS families that purchase Yummy apples from Pak n Save, New World and
the Parklands Fruit Shop (near Potter’s Park) to collect the stickers and labels. A copy of the
collection sheet can be downloaded from the Yummy Apple Website www.yummyfruit.co.nz or
collected from the o ce. Stickers can be attached to a blank sheet of paper and do not have
to be on an o cial collection sheet. Completed sheets can be dropped at the o ce any time
until the end of Term 3 and new sheets are available from the same box. A reminder about the
nal date for collection will be sent out in September near the end of the promotion.

Supporting Our School Through
Fundraising & Fun Events
Facebook

Chairperson Renáta Latimer
Deputy Chairperson Marina Borodatova
Secretary Melanie Woollard
Treasurer Nicola Paoli
Follow us on Facebook and keep up to date with the PTA on
Mount Eden Normal Primary School PTA page.
menpspta@gmail.com

Community Notices

mteden.school.nz/pta

AFTER SCHOOL AND HOLIDAY PROGRAMMES

PARNELL TRUST
www.parnell.org.nz

INTERNATIONAL
CULINARY
STUDIO

PLAYBALL
www.playball.co.nz

www.internationalculinarystudi
o.com

CHESS POWER
http://www.chesspower.co.nz

THREE KINGS
UNITED
www.threeking.co.nz

TAEKWON-DO
02040784773

Keep in touch
Facebook

Check back on our website, or join the o cial Mt Eden Normal
Facebook page to keep up to date!
admin@mteden.school.nz

mteden.school.nz

