MENPS News
Te Whare Akoranga o Maungawhau, October 28, 2021

COVID-19 Update
From The Principal
Kia ora koutou,
Following the Government’s announcement earlier this week, Minister Hipkins has asked the
Secretary for Education to work with representatives of schools and kura over the coming
week or so to provide him with advice about how children in Years 0 to 8 in Alert Level 3 areas
could return to school for face-to-face teaching, in line with public health advice, with an
indicative start date of Monday 15 November. The Secretary will work with peak body
organisations in Auckland and Waikato over the next week to provide this advice to the
Minister.
You can be reassured that any decisions about bringing more children and staff on-site will be
done in accordance with strict public health guidance – so what on-site learning will look like
will be different than Alert Level 2 or Alert Level 1 settings. For example, this might mean
attending school two days a week and learning from home for the other three. I will share
more information regarding this when it is made available.
I think it is worth sharing that schools have no more information about what is happening in
the education space than you do. We are not given any information in advance, but nd out
about changes just as you do by listening to the 1pm updates. We are working in a very
uncertain environment and respond as quickly as we are able.
Other information I wanted to share this week:
If you have a query about your child's learning please direct your questions to your child's
class teacher in the rst instance. If you need further support, please email the member of our
Senior Leadership team responsible for your year level.
Hilary Edwards looks after Teams 3 and 5: hilarye@mteden.school.nz
Nicky Hill looks after Teams 1 and 4: nickyh@mteden.school.nz
Martina Stevenson looks after Teams 2 and 6: martinas@mteden.school.nz

A reminder that our school grounds are closed at all times - other than to those staff and
students of essential workers who are permitted onsite. The school is not a public space and
is therefore closed during Level 3. Please support us by using public parks as recreation
spaces.
We are forward thinking about the impact that remaining in Level 3 will have on the viability of
our Year 5 and Year 6 camps scheduled for the end of this term. We may be restricted by the
Auckland border remaining closed and the various public health measures mandated by the
Government, including vaccination mandates, and the size of groups that can meet. Please be
assured we are looking for other EOTC alternatives in the event that camps could not proceed,
however we would like to give as much time as possible before making a nal decision.
Ka kite anō au i a koutou
Maria Matene
Acting Principal

Getting Started with Distance Learning
Visit the link (directly below) to access the 'Home Learning' page on our website. Select the
'Click here to login to MENPS Distance Learning' button to be directed to the login page (we
recommend bookmarking the page): https://www.mteden.school.nz/copy-of-home-learning

1. Login
Our distance learning materials are available via Google Classroom. To access this, simply
enter the email login and password for your child's room (eg: room2@mteden.school.nz). This
has been sent to you via email. (If a welcome screen opens asking if you are a teacher or a
student, click student)

2. Check In
Once logged into the Google Classroom, click on 'Classwork', where the teacher's video clip
and weekly tasks can be viewed.

3 Set up a schedule

Go over the tasks and instructions, agree activities for the day and discuss any
materials/resources that may be needed.

4. Share back
The programme includes some items the children are invited to share (these are colour coded
in the programme notes). Documents, images and other les can be uploaded into the named
folders in each Google Classroom.

5. Celebrate
Set aside some time for your child to share what they have achieved for the day. What did they
enjoy? What did they nd hard? What was easy? What are they most proud of? What are their
goals for the next day?

Events & Reminders
Sunday 31st October: Home Learning materials for the coming
week published at 3pm

Kia ora,
I want to take the time to thank Renata for her many hours of dedicated hard work as
chairman of the PTA. Her passion and drive to help the school and the community has been
felt by all. We are all very grateful for her efforts and wish her well in the next phase of her

work/ family life. We are lucky to still have Renata involved in the
PTA and helping with The Food and Fun Fair.
A massive thank you also to Marina, Linda, Jane, Mel, and Scott
for their commitment and efforts on the PTA, along with many
other parent volunteers, and also Hilary Edwards - for her ongoing
support. I look forward to working with you all through the new
normal in a covid world.
Lastly, I look forward to meeting more parents, teachers and students while helping grow our
Mt Eden community vibes.
Tena Koe,
Aimee Chikunda

Join Our FAIR 2022 Team
We believe our Fair is very likely to go ahead in the 'new
normal' of Term 1 next year - it's scheduled for Sunday 13th
March.
If you want to get involved, please send us a quick email at
menpspta@gmail.com and we will chat with you about how
you'd like to help: there are lots of job opportunities to
choose from! We really need you all behind us, so thanks in
advance for ooding our inbox with your generosity!

Yummy Apples Stickers
Please save your sticker collections. The last day to collect
stickers is 24th of November.

Designer Clothing Donations
The MENPS Fair team are hoping that you have been able to clear out your cupboards and
might have found some special items that you’d like to donate!
I would like to collect any special, designer clothes that you are now ready to part with - so
please contact me to organise a contactless pickup or delivery.
Many thanks for your support,
Jane Cunningham (Secondhand stalls coordinator)
Ph 021 673 074 or jane@cunningham.co.nz

Second Hand Uniform Shop
We will provide you with new dates.

PTA - Supporting Our School
Through Fundraising & Fun Events
Facebook

Chairperson Aimee Chikunda
Deputy Chairperson Marina Borodatova
Secretary Melanie Woollard
Treasurer Linda Waddington-Miller
Class Coordinator Leader Jane Cunningham
PTA Advisor Scott Optican
Follow us on Facebook and keep up to date with the PTA on
Mount Eden Normal Primary School PTA page.
menpspta@gmail.com

menpspta.co.nz

Keep in touch
Facebook

Check back on our website, or join the o cial Mt Eden Normal
Facebook page to keep up to date!
admin@mteden.school.nz

mteden.school.nz

