MENPS News
Te Whare Akoranga o Maungawhau | 21 February, 2019

From The Principal
Tēnā koutou katoa,
The new term has brought a wide range of opportunities for the children, and I have been really
impressed by their enthusiasm. Some of these extra-curricular activities are available to
speci c year levels, open to all students or on a 'try-out' basis, including examples like Zones
Cricket trials, Choir auditions and entries for the Food & Fun Fair Talent Show.
If your child elects for a try-out or audition activity, please be aware that this will likely be due
to restrictions on numbers, and therefore selected on merit. The dedicated staff in charge of
each event volunteer their time to make these opportunities possible, and give very careful
consideration against the criteria before making any selections of this kind.
As parents, of course, we all want to see our children succeed as a way of building their
con dence, but - just as importantly - we also need to allow them to learn that the occasional
disappointment is an essential part of life, particularly in terms of building resilience. While
some children are able to shrug this off with ease, others feel it deeply. As parents, we may all
experience the protective urge to to 'insulate' them from this, but we also know that acting on
this impulse is not, of course, actually in their best interests.
In my view, it is far better in the long run to empathise than to sympathise in these kind of
situations. We can do this by letting them know that we understanding how they feel, that it's
ok to feel that way, and that we're proud of them for 'giving it a go' whether they 'made it' or
not. This is a far more effective way, I believe, of helping them to pick themselves up with
renewed determination when things don't go as they might have hoped.
In an age of unprecedented statistics relating to childhood anxiety and youth depression rates,
it is more important than ever to explicitly teach our children that how we de ne success and
how we cope with failure really does matter. We want children to approach goals and

challenges knowing that success is not about being the best but about trying their best.
Helping us to reinforce this message to the children is always worthwhile, whatever their
aspirations.
Kind Regards

Ka kite anō au i a koutou
Alan Jackson
Principal

Notices & Reminders
MENPS Swimming Champs tomorrow - Dio School Pool Thank you to all parents who
offered to help, we couldn't run these events without you
Tomorrow Fri 22 Feb: Second Hand Uniform Shop 8.30-9am, School Hall Kitchen, Cash
only
FAIR: Stall Rosters go up on Monday 25th Feb.
FAIR HELP: See our list of jobs below to see where you can help
No Assembly this week
Scholastic Book last day tomorrow. Please note orders online only
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Tomatoes & Sugar
The Preserves team are looking for tomatoes and sugar. If
you have either or both please call Kath on 027 268 9032 or
Kate on 021 753 343. Nb: The preserves team do not need

any more jars thanks

Can you pick up Trestle Tables?
We need the services of someone who has a Trailer and a
friend who can together do the heavy lifting work of
collecting Trestle tables from local schools. This needs to
happen either on Friday 15th March afternoon or Saturday

16th March in the morning. And then returned on Monday 18th
March. Please contact Emma Wallace on 027 412 8242.

Site Set-Up
We need the services of an Electrician or a Builder to help
with site set up on Saturday 16th March and pack down on
Sunday 17th March. Please contact Emma Wallace on 027
412 8242.

Can You Knit?
Are there any parents out there or friends of parents that can
knit? The craft stall would love to get new hand knitted items baby booties, baby clothes, toys. If you are a clever knitter we
would love you to send something our way - just drop into the
school o ce

Face Painters
We need face-painters for the school fair! Have fun helping
kids become pirates and butter ies!
Contact Sandra 021 181 4013 / sandrafay@gmail.com
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