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From The Principal
Kia ora koutou
With the school holidays being brought forward and the lockdown due to commence, I wanted
to pass on a few key points, as I realise many parents will no doubt still have many questions.
First, the timeline for the holidays has been set nationally by the Ministry of Education as
follows:
Monday 30 March to Tuesday 14 April inclusive (the Tuesday after Easter Monday is always a
closed day for schools).
At the end of the school holidays, schools will be open for distance learning from 15 April (but
not physically open for staff or students).
For the remainder of this week, a range of self-directed distance materials are available at our
Home Learning page below, with links, ideas and activities that you may nd useful.
https://www.mteden.school.nz/home-learning
It would be a good idea to bookmark this page, which also contains a link called 'MENPS
Distance Learning'. Please note that this is not currently active, but will go live on Wednesday,
15th April. Closer to the time, an email will be sent to you with all the information and login
details you will need.
The MENPS Distance Learning materials will include reading, writing, maths, topics and other
areas of the curriculum. The learning is designed to be as self-directed and self--paced as
possible. It includes hands-on, practical activities and teacher-created content. We aim to
strike a balance, avoiding a 'worksheet' approach or the need to be in front of a screen for
extended periods of time during the 2 week lockdown period.

Assuming all goes well, we will be gearing up for our return to something more closely
resembling 'normality' after the 4 week period. If we are directed to close for longer due to the
Alert Status remaining high, which is of course possible, we will continue to use the online
platform as long as we are required to.
During this time, I believe we need to take a breath and keep things in perspective. Put simply,
let's remind ourselves that there is more to the life of a young child than academic learning
and scheduled subject timetables. From birth, parents are a child's rst teacher, and they
achieve this by allowing time for imagination, talk, discovery, spending quality time with loved
ones and play.
While we will be providing comprehensive support, learning materials and guidance, I
encourage you to re ect on what will work best for you and your family. In the long run, let's
face it - a short period of less structured, more organic home-based learning is not going to
rob any child of their chance at a dream job, Hollywood stardom or a Nobel Prize in later life.
Keep it natural, keep it fun and remember that children can nd 'wide-eyed enthusiasm for
learning' in places we might never plan for or expect. Most importantly, let's also keep in mind
that the uncertainty of the current situation may be di cult for children to deal with in many
ways, and that their wellbeing is the most important aspect of all.
Finally, I'm sure you will join me in taking a moment to acknowledge all those parents who will
be continuing at work in essential services during the lockdown. The actions they take in
ensuring the health and wellbeing of our community are something we are all extremely
grateful for, and will make a very real difference to the lives of every New Zealander in the
weeks ahead.
We will continue to keep in touch, and look forward to seeing everyone back safe and sound in
the near future, when we hope to resume normal service!
Ka kite anō au i a koutou
Alan Jackson
Principal

Notices and Reminders
MENPS Distance learning will be live from Wednesday,
April 15th
Our website will continue to be an important source of
information. Staff will continue to receive email
communication (although not during the term break)
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covid19.govt.nz

Learn the simple steps you can take to unite against the virus and slow its
spread. Find out what help is available and get the latest updates in New
Zealand.

MENPS Community Calendar
Click to view, download or subscribe and keep up to date with what's happening at MENPS

