MENPS News
Te Whare Akoranga o Maungawhau | 27 June, 2019

From The Principal
Kia ora koutou
The end of term is rapidly approaching, bringing with it our Term 2 Reports and Conferences.
This is a time to take stock of successes and next steps for all of our learners, and an
important opportunity for learning-focused dialogue between teachers, parents and students.
I would encourage you to bring your child along to the Conference for Years 4-6 if possible, as
they are ultimately the subject of the meeting, so it makes sense for them to have a
meaningful role in the discussion (I suspect few adults would be comfortable with their own
performance appraisal meeting at work being held without them!). Please also note that
conference bookings close tomorrow at 1pm.
The written report you will receive next week supports this conversation as a 'snapshot'
overview of learning to date. This will, of course, look different for each child, depending on
their emerging skills, interests, abilities and disposition.
Reading through these reports, the indicators for effort, motivation, positive interactions with
others and progress are the areas that are always of particular note to me as I believe they
should be the overwhelming focus. Achievement naturally varies according to each learner's
respective strengths and rate of personal development. For this reason, it is essential to take
a long-term view, and reinforce the message that hard work, resilience, initiative and
culmulative progress are the essential keys to achieving potential.
Also on the subject of hard work and resilience, I am pleased to report that teacher union
members have now voted to ratify a new, improved offer that will go a long way to improving
conditions and addressing the current crisis most schools face in recruitment and retention of
quality teachers.

This is a signi cant achievement and great news for NZ schools, so I would again like to pass
on my sincere thanks for all the support we received from the community in this regard,
making a meaningful resolution possible for the teachers who make such a positive
difference every day for the children.
Unfortunately, Primary Principals, as you may have heard, rejected the new offer, as it
proposed signi cantly less for Principals than for teacher colleagues. For some Principals,
particularly in smaller schools, this would see their remuneration fall below that of
experienced teachers and Deputy Principal colleagues, which is obviously something that
Principals did not feel they could realistically vote for.
On a brighter note, today we celebrated great success on the sports eld at our Junior Crosscountry, and it was great to see so many supporters who were able to make it. Thanks go to
our Sports Coordinator, Karen, Site Manager, Andrew, and the whole Y1-3 team for training,
organisation and setting the children up for success. The children showed great attitudes and
put in a performance to be proud of.
Ka kite anō au i a koutou
Alan Jackson
Principal

Notices and Reminders
School Conference Bookings close tomorrow. Please
note school closes at 1pm for the conferences:
Wednesday the 3rd and Thursday the 4th. Children who

have just started school do not receive a written report
or attend the Conferences, as a meeting with the teacher
is scheduled after the rst six week at school instead
Ice-blocks on sale on the last day of term, Friday 5th
July. Only $1 each
Sports assembly in the school hall on Monday 1st July at
2.30 pm
No Assembly this week

Important - Road Safety Reminders
We have had a few instances of children running (or
biking/scootering) across roads around school, including one
reported near-miss with a vehicle this week. If your child
walks, bikes or scooters to/from school, please;
Take some time to check in with them on the route that they are taking
Remind them that they must always use a crossing, even if it makes the journey a little
longer

Remind them to dismount from a bike/scooter when crossing
Thank for your support

MENPS Community Calendar
Click to view, download or subscribe and keep up to date with what's happening at MENPS

Save the Date for the Parent Event

Ice-blocks on Sale Next Friday

Yummy Apple Stickers
Don’t forget to collect your yummy apple stickers and earn
cool sports equipment for our school
A copy of the collection sheet can be downloaded from the
Yummy Apple Website www.yummyfruit.co.nz or collected
from the o ce.

Uniform Shop

Kids growing too fast? Donate your child’s pre-loved uniform so we can give it a second lease
of life through our Secondhand School Uniform Shop. We sell only good quality second hand
uniforms so please make sure your donations are too. Uniforms can be handed into the o ce
any time.

Supporting Our School Through
Fundraising & Fun Events
Facebook

Follow us on Facebook
Keep up to date with the PTA on Mt Eden Normal Primary
School PTA page
menpspta@gmail.com

mteden.school.nz/pta

COMMUNITY NOTICES
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ARROWS School Holiday Programme "Superheroes"
July 15 - 19

Another popular ARROWS Holiday Programme with the theme “Superheroes” is running at
Valley Road Church, Mt Eden Village, (corner of Valley Rd & Mt Eden Rd) in the second week of
the school holidays - Monday July 15th - Friday July 19th - for children aged 5 - 10 years. The
fun-packed programmes include crafts, music, art, games, movies, team competitions and the
teaching of Bible values, all linked by the "Superheroes" theme. The not-for-pro t programmes
cost $35 for 4-5 mornings or $90 for 4-5 full days. Children can also attend for individual
mornings or full days. The roll is lling up fast, so please phone Nora at Valley Road Church
on. 630-4171 to register, or pick up a brochure (which includes a registration form) from the
school o ce.
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